PREFACE

"TVTO reader, I hope, will expect in this instance the
-^ ^ usual apologies for writing a book on one who is yet
among us. Mr. Ruskin has been public property, so to
say, for more than half a century ; his thoughts have been
common subjects of discussion, and his actions of criticism ;
so that there need be no indiscretion in relating the true
story of his life and work.

If excuse were wanted, I could point to his own confes-
sions, and take shelter under the permission he has often
accorded his friends, myself included, to print his letters
and to pry into the details of his past. Already quite a
literature has grown up about him, inviting the reader's
interest, and then disappointing it with slightness of treat-
ment Few, even among the warmest admirers of his
genius, seem to be fully aware of the circumstances of his
development, the extent of his studies and occupations,
and the breadth of his outlook upon the world. His auto-
biography has indeed given us a charming picture of his
boyhood, in all its most intimate details; but the readers
of Praterita cannot help wishing to hear the sequel of